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1 HN 19: 


pe Jes ſent Prieſts and Levites 
from Jeruſalem, 10 aſe him, who art thou? 


T ſeems that the Zeal and Auſterities of St. John 
had made a great Impreſſion on the Jews, ſince 

they imagined he might be their Meſſiah; and to 
remove their Doubts, they depend on his own Ac- 
count of himſelf; and depute a folemn Embaſſy to 
conſult him upon this Queſtion. 

This Confidence which the Jews teſtified to St. 
John ſhewed no leſs Eſteem for him than the Opi- 
nion they had conceived of him did; if they muſt 
have an high Idea of his Merit, to ſuppoſe that he 
was the Meſſiah, they muſt have an high Idea of his 
Wiſdom and Probity to make him Judge in his own 
Cauſe, and to diſpoſe the wiſeſt amongſt them to ſub- 
mit to his Deciſion in an Affair of that Importance. 
But the more Eſteem they teſtify by this Propoſal, 
the more Goth his Humility appear in his Anſwer 
ſince far ſrom being dazzled by theſe Marks of ex- 
traordinary Reſpect, he rejecteth all the pompous Ti- 
tles they would give him; he will not paſs for Fe/us 
Chriſt, nor for Elias, nor even for a Prophet, he only 
anſwers to the Queſtions of the Jews, that he is not 
what they imagine: and if he is obliged to take a 
Title which juſtifieth his Miſſion, and ſhews the Right 
he had to teach the People, he conceals his Titles 
of Apoſtle, Prophet, and Angel, which are given 
him in Scripture, and aſſumes none but this: J am 
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the Voice of one erying in the Wilderneſs, prepare y- 


the Way of the Lord, as if he had ſaid, I am topub- 
liſh the Greatneſs of Jeſus Chrift, therefore I am the 
Voiee ; but I am nothing in myſelf, but a little 
beaten Air, a Noiſe which hath no Body, a Sound 
which hath neither Solidity nor Subſtance, and which 
periſheth, and is annihilated as ſoon as it hath ex- 
preſſed the Idea of which it is a Sign. I am the 
Voice. 

To this doth He reduce all his Qualities, and Fune- 
tions, who was declared to be the greateſt of all Men 
by Jeſus Chrift himſelf: St. John adds, that there will 
come another Baptiſm much more excellent than his, 
that there will come another Perſon to whom he is 
Unworthy to perform the loweſt Initances of Service.“ 

You ſee that this preacheth and teacheth Humility 
to us, of which this great Saint gives fo aſtoniſhing 
an Example ; Humility is the firſt Step we muſt take 
in embracing Chriſtianity, as it was the firſt ſtep which 
Jeſus Chriſt took, when he came into the World he 
had made and which knew him not, 

Humility is the Character of Chriſtianity, and the 
moſt evident Mark of being one of God's EleQ ; it is 
the Source, Original and Guardian of all Virtues, and 
without which we cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven; yet it is deſpiſed, little practiſed, ſcarce known 


by thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, 


That I may be fo happy as to give ſome Senti- 
ments of this Virtue to my hearers, we muſt each 
of us implore God's Holy Spirit to this Effect. | 
confeſs that Humility ſeems diſſicult, that we muſt do 
Violence to our Inclinations, to conſent to the Prac- 
tice of it; Humility 1s ſo pure, ſo diſintereſted in its 


Views, that ſelf-love cannot reliſh them; but whatever 


Bugbears we may raiſe to reſiſt the Practice of this 
Virtue, how contrary ſoever it may be to the Maxims 
and Faſhions of the World, we may depend upon 1t 
ſo much the more we ſtand in need of it, to aſſiſt us 
againſt the Deluſions of the World, deliver us from 
its Miſeries and ſecure eternal Happineſs to us; for 


Humility 
St. John, c. i. v. 23. | 


1 
Humility only contradiQteth our Inclinations to reftity 


them, and undeceiveth us in relation to the deceitful 
Pleaſures of this Life, in order to enſure us Reality of 


Happineſs in the next. ; 

There are three Inclinations in Man which Humilt- 
ty reliſteth ; a Deſire to aggrandize, io enrich, and to 
aſſume all to ourſelves, 

We all know the Force of thoſe Inclinations, and 
what Trouble we take to ſatisfy them; it ſeems that 
Humility would deſtroy them, and that makes us fo 
much afraid of it. Man is ambitious, Humility lowers 
him; Man would enrich himſelf at the Expence of all 
about him, Humility reſtraineth this Inclination ; 
Man would aſſume, Humility ſheweth him that of 
himſelt he hath nothing. 

But it is happy for us, and ſhould quiet our Fears, 
that Humility, by lowering, raiſes us, by ſtripping, en- 
richeth us, and, by annihilating, gives us a new Being. 
Be not therefore frightned at Humility, fince by 
a Prodigy this Virtue is the Principle of true Great- 
neſs, this Diſintereſtedneſs an inexhauſtible Fountain of 
Riches, and this Self-annihilation the Way io enter 
into a ſupernatural and divine Life. 

Chriſtian Perfection is ſometimes repreſented to us 
under the Figure of an Edifice, and as an Architect 
proportioneth the Depth of his Foundation to the Ele- 
vation of his Building; ſo in like Manner as we would 
riſe in Virtue, we mult fink into true Humility. You 
would be great, begin by making yourſelf little; for it 
is the only Way to arrive at Greatneſs: You aim at 
Perfection and the molt ſublime Virtues, conſider firſt 
to lay a Foundation for this ſpiritual Edifice, for e- 
very Building there muſt be a Foundation, a flight one 
ſerveth a Cottage, but when we raiſe great Edifices, 
ſuch as Churches, Towers, and Palaces, which are to 
be of an extraordinary height; we dig very deep in 
the Earth, becauſe a moderate Foundation could not 
ſupport ſuch exalted Edifices. Thus Humility being 
the Baſis of Chriſtianity, we ſhall never have any Vir- 
tue, nor any Degree of Holineſs if we are not hum- 
ble; and if we hope to riſe tothe Greatneſs which our 
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Religion propoſeth to us, it muſt be by profound Hu- 
mility, which muſt be conſtant and ſolid. To entet 
more profoundly into this Truth, let us conſider the 
Greatneſs to which a Chriſtian may aſpire; if we rea- 
ſon from earthly Things, what can we wiſh for more 
to aggrandize ourſelves in a Kingdom, than free Ac- 
ceſs to the King, to be in his Fa our, and ſo much 
conſulted by him, that he will treat us as he doth him- 
ſelf. Is not this the Height to which Fortune can 
raiſe a Favourite. Vain l truth ſince it is 
a worldly Greatneſs which endeth with Time, there- 
tore cannot give a true Idea of Chriſtian Greatneſs; 
however, it will help us to conceive, that we can de- 
fire nothing more ſublime, than to have free Acceſs to 
God, to be agreeable to him, and to become like him 
in ſome Degree: By this you will eaſily be convinc- 
ed that the ſelf Abaſement to which Humility leads us, 
is the Principle of true Greatneſs ; ſince Familiarity, 
Friendſhip, and Reſemblance to God are the Effects 


of it: Judge then after this, whether ſuch Advantages 


ſhould not content our Ambition, or whether we 
have any higher Dignity to wiſh for. Firſt, Humi- 
lity familiarizes us with God, gives us free Acceſs to 
him: who could have imagined it? Had He not told 
us by his Prophet that his Ways are not as our 
Ways. Perſuaded as we are of his Majeſty and Ex- 
cellence, ſhould we not imagine, that in order to ap- 
proach him, we ought to raiſe our ſelves to all that ap- 
pears great and moſt conſiderable amongſt Men ? 
However, St. Auguſtine teacheth us a direct contrary 
Road to God; God is great, God is elevated, faid this 
great Saint; however it you elevate yourſelf, you will 
find yourſelf very far from him ; if you humble your- 
ſelf he will deſcend inſtantly, and you will find him 
near you, The more Pains you take with yourſelf to 
become humble in every Inſtance, to bear the Con- 
tempt of Men, to give Way to them upon all Occaſi- 
ons, the more Acceſs will you have to God, the higher 
will you rife in bis Favour, who reſiſteth the proud, and 
giveth Grace to the humble ; but on the — 

a thole 
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thoſe Men who cannot bear the leaſt Indignity, who 
only think of riſing in the World, and of being eſ- 
teemed ; the more they ſuppoſe themſelves riſing a- 
mongſt Men, the lower do they fink before God; they 
mult not hope for Familiarity with him: It in Praye 

he communicateth himſelf to Men, it is to the hun- 
ble and not to the proud. We complain ſometimes 
that we make no Progreſs in this Exerciſe, that we 
loſe our Time in it, that we have continual Wander- 
ings of Thought and Coldneſs, that God doth not 
make us taſte the Sweetneſs which he gives to others; 
let us examine ourſelves, whether it may not be our 
Pride which obligeth God to reject us. Are we not 
too eager to gain the Eſteem of thoſe we converte- 
with? Do we not feel an exceſſive Uneaſineſs when 
they contemn us? or ſay any difobliging 't hing to us? 
or when we hear that People ſpeak ill of us? If youaſpire 
to a Familiarity with God, and to communion with 
him, which we may have in Prayer, humble yourſelf, 
love Mortifications, renounce all Sentiments of Vani- 
nity, and God will communicate himlelf to you in 


Prayer and make you taſte ineſtimable Sweetnels in it; 


it is the ſame Reaſon which uſually preventeth our be- 
ing heard, and obtaining of God the Graces that we. 
aſk of him. The inſpired King thus prays, bumble 
thyſelf, O Lord, to liſten to my Voice, and grant my 
Prayer. St. Auguſtine anſwereth him, God will hum- 
ble himſelf to liſten to us, if we do not raiſe ourſelves 


by our Pride ; when we pray as the Publican in the 


Goſpel, who, ſenſible of his baſeneſs, durſt not lift up 
his Eyes to Heaven: God never fails to hear us but 
when we preſent ourſelves before him with Aſſurance ; 
if we are full of ourſelves, ready to declare our own 
Praiſes, proud of the Good that we think we have 
done, and apt to deſpiſe all others as the Phariſee did 
God will not hear us, he will not liſten to our Prayers, 
he will withdraw himſelf, and be far from us, and the 
Reaſon is clear; all Familiarity is founded in Friend- 
ſhip, we do nat love to converſe with thoſe who diſ- 
pleaſe us, we do not trouble ourſelves to liſten to 
them, or grant their Requelts : Thus as all proud 

| People 


l 

P 
y 
8 
{ 


(8-3 

People are diſpleaſing to God, we muſt not be fur- 
prited if God. rejecteth their Prayers: On the contrary, 
he draweth near to the humble, he is pleaſed to liſten 
to them, he giveth himſelf familiarly to them, be- 
cauſe he loveth them, and that they are agreeable to 
him; humble yourſelves therefore that God may exalt 

ou. 

l The ſecond Advantage of Humility is, that it ren- 
dereth us pleaſing in the Sight of God. 

This Virtue is ſo {trongly recommended in the holy 
Scriptures, that there is ſcarce a Page which doth 
not furniſh. us with Proofs of it. What a Happi- 
neſs to be loved by God! What an Advantage! 
Should it not comfort us for all the Mortifications 
to which Humility may expoſe us; you ſay you 
cannot bear ſuch an Affront, noa pardon the Au- 
thor of ſuch a Scandal, you fear it will injure your 
Reputation, and prevent the Eſteem which People 
would otherwiſe have for you. This Thought 
chagrins you, throws you into Trouble and Anxiety, 
Rage and Anger poſſeſſes you, but if you calm theſe 
Emotions and permit yourſelf ro be conducted by the 
Sentiments which Humility inſpireth, you will find 
that this Diſhonour, this Mortification, this Con- 
tempt,. if you make a good Ule of them, will make 
you agreeable to God; it will perhaps deprive you of 
the Eſteem of your fellow Creatures, but it will gain 
the Eſteem of the Creator; the World may think 
lightly of you, but you will be more conſiderable in 
Heaven, periaps you will be laughed at, rallied, or 
inſulted, but God will have more Care, more "Ten- 
derneſs and Friendſhip for you ; will not this Ex- 
change be advantageous to you? Have you a Right 
to complain and to give Way to ſuch violent Tranſ- 

orts ? 

F Let us apply this ſelf Examination to the moſt 
retired Chriſtians, to the Motions of Vanity which 
may inſenſibly ſteal into the Hearts. of pious and ex- 
emplary People: There are among theſe, ſome who 
having 
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having retired from the World till defire its Eſteem, 
and cannot bear to be forgotten by it; or that People 
ſhould ſhew them any Inſtance of Contempt : They 
pique themſelves upon their Goodneſs, Experience, 
Capacity, Conduct, by which they pretend to be 
diſtinguiſhed from others, and ſtill hold to the World 
by Reputation : But theſe are dangerous Sentiments 
and will not be admitted by you, whilſt you are con- 
vinced that Nothing can make you fo agreeable to 
God as Humility, and that what is highly eſteemed 
amongſt Men is Abomination in the Sight of God: 
Important Truth, that is as terrible, as unattended to 
by the World, and which cannot be thought of but with 
Terror : For all that 1s great, pompous, dazzling a- 
mongſt Men, is not of God but of the World. Teſus 
Chri/t himſelf ſaith, fo, therefore it is impoſſible to call it 
in queſtion, that all that is eſteemed by Men is Abo- 
mination in the Sight of God. LZuke xvi. 15. Now 
if we were thoroughly perſuaded of this, ſhould we 
not be content when we find ourſelves deſpiſed? Dare 
we wiſh for Greatneſs? Shall we not count ourſelves 
happy when we enjoy Nothing that the World eſ- 
teemeth ? Earthly Riches, temporal Dignities, ſumptu— 
ous Palaces, magnificent Attendants, with all that is 
brilliant upon Earth: Let the Men of the Age ſeek 
after you, and Pagans idolize you : Let Worldlings 
ſigh for you, you have Nothing which ſhould touch 
the Heart of a Chriſtian, having learned from the 
Mouth of his divine Maſter, that you are Abominati- 


on before him. A Chriſtian is far from being charm'd 


with your vain Appearances ; never will he efteem 
you; never will he ſeek after you. And if the State of 
Life in which God had placed him, ſhall require ſome 
Marks of human Greatneſs; he will conſider them 
with Indifference on the Sentiments of that hol 
Queen, whom the Providence of God raiſed to the 
Crown of Perſia for the Preſervation of her People ; 
but who in the MiJt of her Greatneſs preſerved ſo 
much love for her humble Condition, that ſhe ſighed 
to ſee herſelf adorned with a Diadem. Thou knoweſt, 
laid ſhe to God, the Neceſſity to which thy e 
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hath reduced me, I deteſt this Mark of Glory. This 
Jeweſs will condemn many Chriſtians. How impor- 
tant 1s it, that we ſhould inſpire ſuch Sentiments 
early into the tender Minds of thoſe whoſe Education 
is entruſted to our Care; how amiable would a Chriſ- 
tian Virgin render herſelf m the Eyes of God, if when 
obliged by her Rank or the Will of her Parents to make 
uſe of expenſive Ornaments, ſhe ſhould do it with re- 
gret ; but on the contrary it is they who preſs, who 
ſolicit, who conſtrain their Parents againſt their Incli- 
nation, to ſatisfy their Vanity, and ſuppoſe by this 
Means to gain the Eſteem of the World, in which 
however they ſeldom ſucceed : But be that as it will, 
they render themſelves abominable before God ; 
whereas, had they contented themſelves with a juſt 
Moderation in their Expence, deſpiling theſe vain 
Ornaments, and giving to the Poor their ſuperfluous 
Expences, and not deſiring the Eſteem of Men, they 
would. pleaſe him whom they were made to pleaſe: 
Let us add to this a third Advantage of Humility 


that beſides conciliating God's Favour to us, we have 


the Honour of reſembling him by this Virtue. Hamgn 
could imagine Nothing more glorious for himſelf than 


to be like Ahaſuerus; and this Prince having aſked | 


EP 


what he ſhould do to honour a Subject in the higheſt g 


Degree? this. Man, one of the proudeſt that ever ex- 


iſted, ſuppoſing himſelf to be that Perſon, adviſed that 
he whom he determined to honour, ſhould be dreſſed 
in his royal Robes with the Diadem on his Head, 
mounted on the King's Horſe, and in this State, led 
thro' all the Streets and publick Places by the molt ho- 
nourable Prince of the Court, who ſhould proclaim 
aloud, that thus ſhall be the honoured whom the King 
delighteth to honour: We know that he was diſappoint- 
ed and that this Honour was conferred on his Enemy. 

Now we certainly know, that what human Pride aſ- 
pired to as. moſt pompous, we may attain by the deep- 
eſt Humility : If the Perſian King could not more ho- 
nour his Favourite, than by making him reſemble 
himſelf, Jeſus Chrif?, being our Sovereign Monarch, the 
greateſt Honour that we can aſpire to, is to. be * 
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and dreſſed like him: And ſince he wore no Diadem 
but his Crown of Thorns, no Royal Robes but the 
Scarlet put on him in deriſion by Herod and the Soldi- 
ers, ſince he led a poor and a mortihed Lite, flying 
from Shew and the Eſteem of Men, bearing with ad- 
mirable Patience, the Wrongs and Injuries of Men; 
it is an Advantage to us to reſemble him in this 
State when he pleaſeth to call us to it: Then we may 
truly ſay, thus ſhall he be honoured, whom the King 
delighteth to honour. Apoſtles of Chriſt, thus ye 
thought. The Apoſtles rejoiced that they were counted 


* worthy to ſuffer Shame for his Name; it was the higheſt 


Honour that God could grant them thus to reſemble his 


Son their King and Sovereign. 


A Deſire of becoming like unto God occaſioned the 


| fall of Angels, and of the firſt Man ; becauſe they 
would elevate themſelves in order to obtain this Re- 


ſemblance. I will mount upon the Throne ſaid Lucifer 
and make myſelf like the Moſt High, and at the ſame 
Time his Pride hurled him to Hell with the third 
Part of the Angels of Heaven; he inſpired our firſt 
Parents with the ſame Deſires: Ye ſhall be as God, 
ſaid he, knowing Good and Evil, or in other Words; 
ou ſhall ſhare in the Excellence of divine Know- 
edge; and they having yielded to the Temptation, 
were baniſhed from Paradiſe, and condemned with 
their Poſterity to all the Miſeries we now ſuffer. 
God whoſe Goodneſs is infinite, bath willed to turn 


us from this dangerous Ambition ; he hath willed to 


prevent this Deſire of being like unto him, from be- 
coming as fatal to us as it was to / the Devil and our 
firſt Parents. He hath pleaſed to act in ſuch a Man- 


ner, that this Deſire may give us a Bent and Inclina- 
tion to Humility : It is for this that the Son of God 
coming into the World, hath ſought Humiliation and 
Abaſement, that we may become like unto him with- 
cout leaving the State which is due to us; and without 
= elevating us above what our Nothingneſs merits. He 
humbled himſelf, that the ſame Deſire which occaſi- 
oned our Fault, may be the Means of our Salvation 
or Reſtoration. 


He humbled himſelf, that the Done. 
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of being like unto God, might reſcue us from Hell, 
whither it had plunged the Devils, and that we might 
return by it to Paradiſe, from whence it had baniſhed 
our firſt Parents, and to return the Graces to us, 
which it had ſtripped them of. Let us then aſpire 
at becoming like unto God, fince it is he himſelf who 
wills and ſolicits us to it; but let us not fay, I will exalt 
myſelf and become like the Moſt High, it is that Deter- 
mination which hath damned all Reprobates ; let us 
then take directly the oppoſite Road; let us not ſay I 
will exa/t myſelf to be like the Moft High, but I will 
humble myſelf and deſcend to become like the Moſt High; 
it is this Virtue that ſanctified all the Saints, I will 
count myſelt happy in a moderate Station, and not to 
enjoy what the World eſteemeth; thus I ſhall imitate 
Jeſus Chriſti. I will renounce Vanity, which maketh 
me ſay and do ſo many Things to raiſe myſelf the 
moſt I poſſibly can in my Profeſſion. I will retrench 
in Dreſs and Furniture, to conform myſelf more to m 

Saviour's Poverty; I will patiently and even joy fully 
bear Injuries, the being neglected, forgot, and 
rallied by Meu; I will do nothing to gain their 
Eſteem, I will conceal as much as poſſible what might 
procure it, to the End that I may ſhare in the Con- 
tempt and Humiliation of God. Theſe are the Sen- 
timents which a Deſire to reſemble God ſhould inſpire 
us with at preſent; this is the only Means of growing 
great in Chriſtianity, and he who takes another Way 
falls inſtead of riſing ; it is only Humility which can 
exalt us, it is impoſſible to riſe except we firſt deſcend, 
This is an eternal and immutable Law, which Teſus 
Chrift himſelf would not be difpenſed with from o- 
beying. We mult likewiſe diveſt ourſelves before we 
are enriched, which is the next Point to be conſidered. 
Perhaps ſome of us never perfectly underſtood what 
St. Paul means to teach, when he attributes all our 
Pains and Chagrins to the Deſire of being cloathed 


upon before we are uncloathed, 2 Cor. v. 4. The Senſe 


that 1s uſually given to theſe Words is, that we are 
afflicted at being obliged to die, becauſe that we would 
enjoy the Felicity of the next World, without 

ſuffer- 
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ſuffering the Pain of dying, and we wiſh that God 
would cloath us with Glory before he ſtrips us of our 
Fleſh. 

But it feems to me, that we may likewiſe give it a 
more extenſive Senſe; and I think that this Remark of 
St. Paul agreeth wonderfully with the Uneaſineſs and 
Trouble we are ſubject to, when we would accommo- 
date the Practice of Virtue with the Inclinations of Na- 
ture. There are People to whom God hath given ſome 
Deſire to ſerve him; the Beauty of Virtue charmeth 
them; the Thoughts of their laſt End aſtoniſheth them, 
they are very deſirous to take ſome Care of their 
Salvation, but they cannot reſolve to renounce the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World and all the 
ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, They defire that theſe may 
be united to the Exerciſe of Piety ; and finding that 
wo -N they are in continual Uncertainty and Un- 
eaſineſs, and Fear, the Weight of which often maketh 
them groan. For this Reaſon, the ſame Apoſtle giv- 
eth us warning, that if we will embrace a Life 
according to the Maxims of the Goſpel and which 1s 
called in Scripture putting on the New Man, we 
muſt diveſt ourſelves of the Old Man, we muſt re- 
nounce Vanity, Senſuality, and Delicacy, which 
attaches us to the Goods of this World, and to all 
other irregular Motions of our corrupt Nature; for 
without this we ſhall never be at reſt, and whatſoever 
Reſolutions we may take to acquire Virtues, they 
will neither have Solidity, Force nor Conſtancy ; I 
ſay further, we muſt ſuffer ourſelves in ſome Sort to 
be {tripped even of our Virtues, or ſpiritual Goods; 
becauſe they are the only Goods which Faith alloweth 
us to call ſuch, and however as real as they are, we 
muſt never conſider them as our own, or be Vain of 
them, otherwiſe we ſhould ſoon loſe them, and ob- 
lige God to withdraw himſelf from us. | 

This is the Uncloathing to which Humility. calleth 
us ; it is by this means that it enricheth, when it 
feems to-impoveriſh us; thus it preſerveth and en- 
creaſeth the Riches it ſeemeth to take from us. Hu- 
mility giveth and taketh * from us, by . 
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of being like unto God, might reſcue us from Hell, 
whither it had plunged the Devils, and that we might 


return by it to Paradiſe, from whence it had baniſhed 


our firſt Parents, and to return the Graces to us, 
which it had ſtripped them of. Let us then aſpire 
at becoming like unto God, ſince it is he himſelf who 
wills and ſolicits us to it; but let us not fay, I will exal! 
myſelf and become like the Moſt High, it is that Deter- 
mination which hath damned all Reprobates ; let us 
then take directly the oppoſite Road; let us not fay ! 
will exa/t myſelf to be like the Moſt High, but I will 
humble my ſelf and deſcend to become like the Moſt High; 
it is this Virtue that ſanctified all the Saints, I will 
count myſelf happy in a moderate Station, and not to 
enjoy what the World eſteemeth; thus I ſhall imitate 
Jeſus Chrift. I will renounce Vanity, which maketh 
me ſay and do ſo many Things to raife myſelf the 
moſt I poſſibly can in my Profeſſion. I will retrench 
in Dreſs and Furniture, to conform myſelf more to my 
Saviour's Poverty; I will patiently and even joy fully 
bear Injuries, the being neglected, forgot, and 
rallied by Meu; I will do nothing to gain their 
Eſteem, I will conceal as much as poſſible what might 
procure it, to the End that I may ſhare in the Con- 
tempt and Humiliation of God. Theſe are the Sen- 
timents which a Deſire to reſemble God ſhould inſpire 
us with at preſent; this is the only Means of growing 
great in Chriſtianity, and he who takes another Way 
falls inſtead of riſing ; it is only Humility which can 


exalt us, it is impoſſible to riſe except we firſt deſcend, 


This is an eternal and immutable Law, which Teſs 
Chrift himſelf would not be difpenſed with from o- 
beying. We mult likewiſe divelt ourſelves before we 
are enriched, which is the next Point to be conſidered. 
Perhaps ſome of us never perfectly underſtood what 
St. Paul means to teach, when he attributes all our 
Pains and Chagrins to the Deſire of being cloathed 


upon before we are uncloathed, 2 Cor. v. 4. The Senſe 


that 1s uſually given to theſe Words is, that we are 
afflicted at being obliged to die, becauſe that we would 
enjoy the Felicity of the next World, without 

ſuffer- 


3 
ſuffering the Pain of dying, and we wiſh that God 
would cloath us with Glory before he ſtrips us of our 
Fleſh. 

But it ſeems to me, that we may likewiſe give it a 
more extenſive Senſe; and I think that this Remark of 
St. Paul agreeth wonderfully with the Uneaſineſs and 
Trouble we are ſubje& to, when we would accommo- 
date the Practice of Virtue with the Inclinations of Na- 
ture. There are People to whom God hath given ſome 
Deſire to ſerve him; the Beauty of Virtue charmeth 
them; the Thoughts of their laſt End aſtoniſheth them, 
they are very deſirous to take ſome Care of their 
Salvation, but they cannot reſolve to renounce the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World and all the 
ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, They defire that theſe may 
be united to the Exerciſe of Piety ; and finding that 
impoſſible, they are in continual Uncertainty and Un- 
eaſineſs, and Fear, the Weight of which often maketh 
them groan. For this Reaſon, the ſame Apoſtle giv- 
eth us warning, that if we will embrace a Life 
according to the Maxims of the Goſpel and which is 
called in Scripture putting on the New Man, we 
muſt diveſt ourſelves of the Old Man, we muſt re- 
nounce Vanity, Senſuality, and Delicacy, which 
attaches us to the Goods of this World, and to all 
other irregular Motions of our corrupt Nature; for 
without this we ſhall never be at reſt, and whatſoever 
Reſolutions we may take to acquire Virtues, they 
will neither have Solidity, Force nor Conſtancy ; I 
ſay further, we muſt ſuffer ourſelves in ſome Sort to 
be ſtripped even of our Virtues, or ſpiritual Goods ; 
becaule they are the only Goods which Faith alloweth 
us to call ſuch, and however as real as they are, we 
muſt never conſider them as our own, or be Vain of 
them, otherwiſe we ſhould ſoon loſe them, and ob- 
lige God to withdraw himſelf from us. | 
Inis is the Uncloathing to which Humility calleth 
us ; it is by this means that it enricheth, when it 
feems to impoveriſh us; thus it preſerveth and en- 
creaſeth the Riches it ſeemeth to take from us. Hu- 
mility giveth and taketh - from us, by ſhewing us 

that 
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that we have Nothing, whatever great Talents or 
Qualities we may be adorned with ; either it con- 
ceals them from us, or maketh us ſenſible that they 
belong entirely to God ; and by this means reduceth 
us to a total Poverty. And Bleſſed are ſuch Poor 
in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

But having by ſo refined a View turned away our 
Thoughts from ourſelves, and prevented the ill Uſe 
we ſhould make of God's Giſts, Humility is the Cauſe 
that God hath no reſerve towards us, that he pours 
abundantly into our Hearts the Treaſures of his 
Graces. 

Sin Blinds thoſe who commit it, and makes them 
often Vain of what ſhould fill them with Horror; 
and one may fay that Humility blindeth in a quite 
oppoſite manner and maketh virtuous People think 
they do little good ; though thoſe who are acquainted. 
with them are edified by their Examples. 

When Moſes. deſcended from the Mountain, his 
Face was reſplendent with Glory, yet he knew not 
what cauſed the Aſtoniſument of the Peaple: Thus it 
is with thoſe who are truly Humble. Suppoſe they 
have great Talents, are filled with Graces, are 
adorned with all Sorts of Virtues, yet for all this they 
think themſelves Poor and imperfect, becauſe Humi- 
lity concealeth their fine Qualities, which enchant 
others, and on the contrary diſcovereth their DefeQs 
to them and maketh them feel them in their full Ex- 
tent; it reproacheth them with their Infidelities, and 
all the particular Graces of which they did not make 
the full Ule Selflove is a ſubtil Sophiſter, who 
will never want Reaſons to perſuade us that we are 
full of Merit, and that no one ſhould be preferred to. 
us; but it we are not convinced of the contrary it is 
a new Subject for Humiliation ; it is a Sign that we 
have made no Progreſs in Virtue, ſince we do not 
know our Defects, which is the Foundation of Hu- 
mility. 

If People have Advantages ſuperior to other: 
which they muſt be ſenſible of, this ſhould not raile 
tuem in their own Eſteem, ſuppoſe they are illuſtrious 

ous 
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by. Birth, Station, Form or Talents; and have. per 
formed good Actions, ſhould wenot, with St. Paul, aſk. 
our ſelves, what have I that I did not receive, and, if 
I didreceive them, why am vain as if J had not re- 
ceived them ?: 

Why ſbould we imagine. our ſelves wronged when 
we are treated like others; thoſe only wrong who praiſe. 
and flatter us, and give us Pride. It is we who. 
wrong God by robbing him of the Glory due to him; 
ſince all that is good in us belongeth to him; in our 
beſt Actions we were but his Initruments, and have. 
co-operated with his Grace in a very ſaithleſs Manner, 
'Tis then. to him that Praiſe. is due, and we merit 
Nothing but Confuſion of Face; all the Praiſe, all 
the Eſteem, which 1s given to us ſhould faithfully. 
be reſtored to him; without reſerving the leaſt of it 
to our ſelves. Thus St. Peter ſeeing himſelf conſi- 
dered for a Miracle which God wrought by him; 
could not bear that they ſhould teſtifie any to him, 
and turning to the aſtoniſhed Multitude, ſaid, why do 
you look at us as if we. had acted by our own Power?. 
When a Soul is in this deſpoſition ſo pure ſo diſen— 
gaged thoroughly convinced of thoſe Truths that 
God is All and we are Nothing ; when it is truly 
perſuaded that all that is good in us cometh from 
God, and if it be faithful in returning the Glory to. 
God, God hath no reſerve for that Soul, but com- 
municateih his Gifts to it with a pradigality which. 
many be called exceſſive. Humility is a Lodge to. 
to receive Grace.in, it delates the Heart and giveth. 
it almoſt an infinite Capacity ; and by what Means. 
doth it do this? by emptying and ſtripping. them of 
all Things; for God deſcendeth into the Soul that 
is empty of its ſelf; and of all the Reflections Which 
Pride uſually inſpires, as he will not ſuffer us to 
uſurp his Glory; When he. ſeeth People grow vain of, 
the Good he bath done them, he withdraweth his 
Gitts, and diminiſheth his Bounty ; their Pride being 
a. Mound which preventeth the overflowing of his 
Favours, but when we faithfully return what is but 
lent, God is pleaſed with this Fidelity, and, lar from. 

diminiſhing. 


1 
diminiſhing his Gifts, communicateth. them to us with 
greater Liberality. 

To this End he hath frequently choſen ſor the 
greateſt Purpoſes the loweſt Inſtruments; People who 
were too contemptible to attribute Succeſs to them- 
felves. Holy Scripture furniſheth a thouſand Examples 
needleſs to name: let us draw this Concluſion when 
when we reflect upon our Vices and Weakneſſes, we 
muſt not impute them to our want of Underſtanding 
bad Diſpoſition or want of Education, or the Defects 
of our Inſtrucors ; let us not ſay that if we had thoſe 
Advantages we ſhould have been more virtuous, that 
we are incapable of Prayer and other ſpiritual Exer- 
eiſes, that it is our Employments or thoſe we.live with 
which occaſion our Detects : 'Thoſe are only the Diſ- 
guiſe of ſelf love; the true Source of our Misfortune 
is our Pride, is our Vanity: If we were very humble 
the leſs Underſtanding, natural Talents, and Inſtruc- 
tions from Men, the more God would give us his 
Graces ; becauſe he would the more be Glorified by 
them, and then it would more clearly appear that 
all Honour belodgeth to him, but the leaſt Favour 
is an occaſion of Vanity, the leaſt Praiſe ſwells up 
our Hearts: Ought we then to be ſurprized at our Im- 
perſections and Falls; God permitteth them to puniſh 
our Pride, and never ſhall we ſucceed in reforming 
ourſelves, never ſhall we make a Progreſs in Virtue 
until we have deſpoiled ourſelves of all that we attri- 
buted to ourſelves, and pretend to have as from our- 
ſelves, we muſt appropriate Nothing to ourſelves, 
neither Talents, Merit, Virtue, nor even our very 
being, a Chriſtian Soul muſt know that all belongs to 
God, and that it is Poſſeſſor of Nothing. It is by 
this that finding its ſelf entirely ſtript, nay as it were 
anihilated before God it becometh capable of that 
new Life and Glory which Jeſs Chriſt communicateth 
to humble Souls, and that is what I wiſh you in the 
Name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: So be it. 


Amen. 


. 


